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Executive summary

A business case is in development for the Mackay Port Access, Bruce Highway to Mackay —
Slade Point Road (Stage 1) project (MPA). The current planning process includes the
investigation of a proposed heavy vehicle access route identified in the Mackay Ring Road
planning completed in 2013.

Current planning will confirm the alignment of a 9.5km, 2-lane arterial roadway, parallel to
Queensland Rail (QR) Harbour Rail Line, from the Bruce Highway to Mackay-Slade Point Road
(Harbour Road).

Planning activities include business case development, securing the corridor, public utility
relocations, implementing environmental offset measures and stakeholder engagement. The
business case will also determine the proposed scope for Stage 1 construction.

The proposed alignment for the MPA project passes through the environmentally sensitive
Bassett Basin, which is a declared fish habitat area (FHA) under the Fisheries Act 1994 (the Act).
A FHA revocation process is proposed to address the requirements of the MPA.

Current investigations for the MPA have identified 20 hectares of FHA needed to accommodate
the final alignment and secure the land requirement for the road corridor. This requires a formal
revocation process, guided by the Queensland Government Operational Policy: Marine
Management — Fish Habitat Area selection, assessment, declaration, and review (FHA Operation
Policy).

Budget allocation

The MPA planning project is funded in the Queensland Transport and Roads Investment Program
2025-26 to 2028-29 under the Bruce Highway Upgrade Program [Investment ID 1170084].

$29.8 million has been allocated to the business case which commenced in early 2019 and is
scheduled for finalisation by mid-2026.

Background

The MPA is a proposed new 9.5 km road linking the Mackay Ring Road to the Port of Mackay.
The alignment runs west to east and parallels the QR Harbour Rail Line within the established
multi-modal transport corridor, before deviating to connect to Harbour Road.

This multi-modal corridor, extending from Erakala to the Port of Mackay, has been the subject of
ongoing planning and development since 1977. Efforts have focused on integrating multiple
transport modes to support regional growth and improve connectivity.

The proposed alignment of the MPA includes two connections to the local road network, with the
objective of supporting both freight efficiency and commuter use.

The project is divided into three sections.
e Sections 1 and 2 involve more conventional urban construction activities.

e Section 3 presents greater complexity, as it traverses the Bassett Basin, an
environmentally and hydraulically sensitive area comprising mudflats, dense mangroves,
and salt couch communities.
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A portion of the alignment within the Bassett Basin passes through a declared Fish Habitat Area
(FHA) under the Fisheries 1994 Act (the Act). To secure the MPA corridor, amendments to the
declared Bassett Basin FHA boundaries are required. Approximately 20 hectares of the FHA
identified in the original MRR planning must be revoked through a formal revocation process, as
outlined by the FHA Operation Policy.

To mitigate potential impacts to the FHA, TMR has undertaken a study engaging with key
stakeholders including surrounding property owners whose land contained areas considered
likely to be suitable as candidate land compensation sites for the revoked area within a Fish
Habitat Area Revocation Assessment Study. Back in 2021, a Terms of Reference for the Fish
Habitat Area Revocation Assessment Study was discussed and confirmed with the Department
of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI), which at the time was responsible for
the management of declared FHAs. However, in 2024, a change in government led to the
transition of FHA management responsibilities to the Department of Primary Industries (DPI).

The study included an examination of:
e existing features of the proposed revocation area
e current and potential future land uses
e habitat types and environmental values
e social and economic considerations
e potential impacts and mitigation measures
e suitability of candidate land compensation sites
e consultation with First Nations groups and the broader community.

Following property owners’ acceptance, environmental field studies were conducted on both the
proposed project footprint and candidate land compensation sites, in alignment with the Terms of
Reference, to assess their suitability for inclusion in a revocation proposal.

The revocation of the Bassett Basin FHA impacted by the project footprint is seen as a key
component of the business case and critical to ensuring long-term feasibility of the Mackay Port
Access Road. Completing the revocation during the business case phase will remove a major
planning constraint and provide certainty of the corridor to achieve the project’s ultimate
objectives, of improved heavy vehicle access to the Port of Mackay.

A rejection of the proposed revocation of FHA boundaries to accommodate the road corridor
through Bassett Basin would render Section 3 of the MPAR unviable. Without this critical link, the
objective of improving heavy vehicle access to the Port of Mackay cannot be met. This outcome
would significantly undermine the strategic justification for the $350 million investment in
Section 1 of the MPAR, effectively resulting in the first stage of an arterial corridor that lacks a
viable connection to its intended destination.

The revocation proposal included the addition of eight areas totalling ~42.5 hectares, which would
expand the overall Bassett Basin FHA by ~22.5 hectares above the 20 hectares required for the
project footprint. These additional areas will provide ecological value for fish communities and the
broader habitat.

A Basset Basin Fish Habitat Revocation Communication Engagement Plan was developed in
collaboration with DETSI and formally adopted. Broad community engagement was undertaken
between 7 February 2025 and 7 March 2025 to inform the community and industry about TMR’s
revocation proposal and provide an opportunity for comment.
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Fish Habitat Area (FHA)

Bassett Basin FHA - Management B Area
Bassett Basin FHA Proposed Revocation Area [
D Bassett Basin FHA Proposed Inclusion Areas
Cadastre - Land Parcels

Fish Habitat Area (FHA)

Environmental and Cultural Heritage

Environmental and Cultural Heritage studies have been completed for both the proposed
revocation area and the land compensation areas proposed for inclusion in the FHA. Findings
from these studies indicate that the proposed revocation area contains vegetation communities
dominated by mangroves and saltmarsh of good condition, with a low abundance and diversity of
macroinvertebrate communities.

The waterways and flats within the FHA directly support recreational fishing for species such as
whiting, bream, flathead and bait species. Most commercial fishing in the local area occurs outside
the declared FHA primarily within the main Pioneer River estuary, targeting species such as
mullet. The habitats and ecological processes within the FHA are critical to supporting the lifecycle
of these commercially targeted species. The Bassett Basin is located within Yuwi Country.
Cultural Heritage and Environmental surveys have been undertaken in partnership with Yuwi
representatives and continue to occur to improve the understanding of the basin’s cultural
significance. Land within the basin contains a range of traditional resources such as clams, mud
crabs and a wide variety of fish species. The Yuwi Aboriginal Corporation (YAC) has been actively
consulted and involved throughout the entire process to ensure cultural values are respected and
considered in decision making.
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Project map

Valley Street
Intersection

Mackay Port Access

Y
OUCHT /
! M rkAccess pits
Legend B New bridges S ¥ - O
§ = Mackay Port Access Road Existing state-controlled roads 3 . Connection
s New connection roads e Existing local government roads 1 o34 Road .
>,
o =

3
ws Existing road upgrades weters  Existing Queensland Rail lines £
&

Mackay-Bucasia Road
Overpasses - Upgrade

<.
—— Lo\
Bruce Highway o
Overpass - Under |
Construction 3

Ontamp W g G &
h Bounc) Uf g 1 ) .
] ) - - - % <’ 4B
Vo &7 peycenizes i
Section 3 2

Ll

Section 2
Mackay Ring Road (MRR) Glenella-Richmond Road Harbour Road Roundabout
Trumpet Interchange Intersection

Consultation and engagement activities

Broad community and industry engagement was undertaken from 7 February to 7 March 2025
to inform stakeholders about TMR’s proposal to revoke a portion of the declared Bassett Basin
Fish Habitat Area (FHA). This revocation is required to secure the road corridor for the proposed
road and bridge infrastructure associated with the Mackay Port Access project.

A key component of the engagement strategy was the creation of an online engagement
webpage, hosted via TMR’s engagement platform, Social Pinpoint, at Mackay Port Access | TMR
Projects.

The online enagement page featured:

e an overview of the planning project and timeframes for delivery of the planning process
outcome (business case)

e a map showing the current declared Bassett Basin FHA and the proposed revocation area
and the proposed compensation FHA sites

e a link to the fact sheet providing further information about the proposal and the Bassett
Basin

e an invitation for community members and stakeholders to provide feedback or comments
on the proposal.

The online consultation was supported by a range of communciation activities including:

e direct correspondence to key stakeholders (including environmental groups and elected
representatives) to inform them of the engagement process

e public notice in the Daily Mercury and Mackay Whitsunday Life
e atargeted social media post

e promotional A4 posters displayed on various community noticeboards throughout Mackay.
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Social Pinpoint landing page

Mackay Port Access

Fish Habitat Area revocation proposal

Home / Mackay Port Access

Overview
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is proposing to revoke a portion (around 20

hectares) of the 650-hectare declared Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area (FHA) to accommodate
proposed road and bridge infrastructure associated with the future Mackay Port Access project.

TMR is committed to minimising and mitigating environmental and cultural heritage impacts res.
from project delivery.

ing

The Bassett Basin FHA is located on the northern side of the Pioneer River in Mackay and includes the
tidal sections of Vines, Barnes and Goosepond creeks. THR is proposing to add 8 additional areas
(totalling 42.5 hectares) to the declared Bassett Basin FHA. The addition of these areas would
increase the Bassett Basin FHA to 670 hectares, The additional areas have been assessed to contain
suitable and valuable fish habiats. Incorporating these areas as declared FHAs will safeguard the
valuable habitat areas from future development and ensure continued enjoyment for community use.

An information package detailing the proposal, including a fact sheet and map of the proposed
revocation area and areas for addition to the Bassett Basin FHA can be obtained below.

Fact Sheet
- Fact Sheet - Proposed Fish Habitat Area (FHA) Revocation - Bassett Basin

4 the Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Arsa and the

dtonal information abe rrent proposa

Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area

FMAs are declared and managed under the provisions of the Fisheries Act 1994 and protect key areas
of high-quality fish habitats for the purpose of sustaining Queensland’s fish stocks and fisheries.
Declared FHA management provides long-term protection for the natural fish habitats, while allowing
the continued community use and enjoyment of the area. Please note activities such as legal
recreational, commercial and traditional fishing and boating can continue in a declared FHA.

More information about Queensiand's network of declared FHAS is available via the Department of
Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation (DETSI) Parks and Forests webpage.

Invitation for public comment

Members of the public were invited to provide comment on the proposed revocation area and on the
8 additional sites, Feedback received from this consultation process will be considered for
incorporation into a Declared Fish Habitat Area Revocation Assessment Study, which will be submitted
to the DETS! to inform final assessment of the revocation proposal.

Submissions closed 7 March 2025

TMR welcomed from interested
the Bassett Basin FHA revocation and addition proposal.

Submissions closed 7 March 2025.

and

regarding

Last Name Required

First Name Required

Email Address Required

Add your comments Required

nbormation en what's ha

v gotinvolved.qhd. gov.au i

Timeline

o Planning

Scoping v

underseay »

) Community consultation on the Fish
Habitat Area (FHA) revocation
proposal

Contact us

Have & question or want to leam more about the
project? Contact us below:

« Phone  (07) 4951 8555

@ Email  MPAEnvircnmentBtmrald.gov.au

@ Website www.tmr.qld. gov.au/projects/mackay
port-access-bruce-highway-to
mackay-slade-point-road-stage-1

# socialpinpoint
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Member contributions by location

To provide insight into the geographic distribution of community and industry feedback, the
following map and table illustrate the number of contributions received by location. This data helps
demonstrate the reach and local engagement achieved during the consultation period.
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Member Contributions by Location
Information regarding the location of Members who have made contributions in your engagement activity.

Location Postcode Contributors Contributions

Eimeo 4740 20 20 [ 56%
Taranganba 4703 2 2 B 6%
Clontarf 4019 1 1 | 3%
Crystal Creek 4816 1 1 | 3%
Fortitude Valley 4006 1 1 | 3%
Graceville 4075 1 1 | 3%
Kuttabul 4741 1 1 | 3%
Lyons 2606 1 1 | 3%
Marian 4753 1 1 | 3%
Marrickville 2204 1 1 | 3%
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Location

Mcdowall

Metherdale

South Brisbane

Speewah

Weyba Downs

Zilzie

Postcode Contributors Contributions

4053 1 1

4756 1 1

4101 1 1

4881 1 1

4562 1 1

4710 1 1

Key stakeholders

The target audience for the community engagement included:

broad Mackay community

traditional owners — the Yuwi Aboriginal Corporation

elected representatives:

targeted environmental and industry organisations:

Mr Nigel Dalton MP, Member for Mackay

Ms Amanda Camm MP, Member for Whitsunday
Mr Andrew Willcox MP, Member for Dawson
Cr Greg Williamson, Mayor, Mackay Regional Council

Cr Karen May, Deputy Mayor, Mackay Regional Council

Department of Environment, Tourism, Science and Innovation

Department of Primary Industries
Mackay Regional Council

Mackay Broadcasters Pty Ltd

North Queensland Bulk Ports
Department of Resources

Reef Catchments

Healthy Rivers to Reef Partnership
Mackay Conservation Group

Pioneer Catchment Landcare

Yuwi Aboriginal Corporation
Australian Marine Conservation Society
Mackay Recreational Fishing Alliance
Ozfish Unlimited

Sunfish Queensland

Queensland Seafood Industry Association

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%
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Media outcomes

The Mackay Conservation Group has used its social media platforms to encourage public
comment on the proposed fish habitat revocation. The conservation group is advocating for the
protection of marine life and habitats, emphasising the ecological importance of the area.

Concurrently, reports have surfaced regarding an escalation in cost estimate for the Mackay Port
Access project. The purpose of this infrastructure project is to improve heavy vehicle access to
the Port of Mackay, and enhance road network connectivity in the region, ultimately support the
regional economy. The media coverage of construction cost escalation, released by the
Queensland Government, has prompted commentary among stakeholders, including local

businesses and environmental groups.

£» Mackay Conservation Group

£ Mackay Conservation Group
€ March at 5:53 pm - @

5 March at 12:00 pm - @
& % Urgent! There's plans to spend $350 million of tax payers money to clear 20 hectares of . o .
mangroves and fish habitat in north Mackay - all for a new road to save a few minutes for traffic to & % One day left to have your say on the clearing of mangroves and fish habitat area in
get to the port. northside Mackay.
This is death by a thousand cuts to our Great Barrier Reef and our fish stocks. The proposed The value of these mangroves for fish habitat, blue carbon storage and storm-surge protection
makes no economical or environmental sense.

‘addition’ of the green areas are places which are *already* working as fish habitat areas.
They should already be protected for the ecological values to our fish numbers. Adding them as . o )
Public comments close midnight Friday 7 March (tomorrow).

‘offsets' for the mangrove destructive is simply greenwashing.
Be quick & please share - you have until Friday 7 March to say no to this destructive project -
https://www.yoursay-projects.tmr.qld.gov.au/mackay-port...

Check out all the details on how to have your say!

5

MACKAYCONSERVATIONGROUP.ORG.AU
Make a public comment - Mackay Port Access road

Mackay Conservation Group acknowledges that we live and work on unceded Aboriginal land. ...

1 share

Qw4

16 comments 10 shares

OB:s 29

Mackay Conservation Group Facebook 5/3/25 Mackay Conservation Group Facebook 6/3/25

? 7NEWS Mackay @ . £» Mackay Conservation Group
7 March at 1:49 pm - @

NEW® 15h-Q
Mackay Conservation Group is calling on residents to object to a new port access road - set to
clear sections of mangrove and fish habitat near Slade point.
The $350 million project aims to improve traffic capacity and flow to Mackay Port.

7NEWS at 6pm.

@ Download the 7NEWS app: 7news.link/7newsapp

#TNEWS

RERORTING & © NEGS o

Channel 7 Facebook 7/3/25

Last day for public comment and protect Mackay’s mangroves and fish habitat from being cleared

for a new road! #& @ Have your say by midnight tonight. Your how-to guide:
i p.org.au/how_to_make_a_submission_for_mackay_s_mang

https://www.mackayconser g
roves
Thanks for the piece last night 7 News!

set to clear sections of mangrove and fish habitat near Slade Point.

O0% 10

Mackay Conservation Group Facebook 7/3/25
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https://www.facebook.com/share/v/17VtkDZLvW/

Daily Mercury
8 March at 4:56 pm - @

The proposed clearing of more than 20 hectares of fish habitat to make way for a mining access
road has raised alarm among researchers but it could be too late. DETAILS
https://bit.ly/4iyktHO

‘Guardians of thé

shoreline’: Experts

aren’t hooked on

Mackay road plan

Os% 73

Daily Mercury Facebook 8/3/25

104 comments 9 shares

‘Guardians of the shoreline’: Why fish
experts aren’t hooked on road plan

Daily Mercury 10/3/25

$1.49 BILLION

of taxpayers money

for new mangrove-clearing

Mackay Port Access road

mackayconservationgro
up « Follow e
North Macksy, Queensiand, Austrsks

mackayconservationgroup Tell ‘em
they're dreaming @ € The true cost
to taxpayers for the new Mackay Port
Access road has been released - ata
boggling 327% increase.

A week ago when public comments
were open. the project was still costed
at $350 million.

The Mackay Port Access road will dear
20ha of mangroves and declared fish
habitat area, home to the vulnerable
native water-mouse and fish species
such as mulet, bream, whiting and
flathead.

In 3 climate, ecological and cost-of-
living crisis, our taxpayers dollars
should be used to protect and sustain
our environment and communities!

oQv A

Mackay Conservation Group Instagram 16/3/25

Daily Mercury
15h-@

Marine experts say they are "baffled" by the proposed clearing of protected fish habitats in Mackay
as public consultation closes for a key mining road development. #FIND OUT MORE:
https://bit.ly/4iyktHO

Mangrove expert
condemns port
access plan

Oe® 44 75 comments 6 shares

Daily Mercury Facebook 9/3/25

£» Mackay Conservation Group
14 March at 10:27 am - @

In a whopper of an update @ the new Mackay Port Access road is now costed at $1.49 BILLION of
taxpayers money and would clear 20ha of mangroves and declared fish habitat.
That's a 327% increase from the advertised $350 million.

During floods, cyclones, a cost-of-living and climate crisis - there are far better things to spend this
pile of taxpayers dollars on than a mangrove-destroying road

a3

COURIERMAILCOM.AU

“Just do your job’: Minister called out over $6.7bn cost blowout headache
The cost of building more than 200 road and transport infrastructure projects across Queensla...

OB 10 1 comment 2 shares

Mackay Conservation Group 14/3/25
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¥ Mackay Conservation Group
30m-Q@

Tell 'em they're dreaming @@ The true cost to taxpayers for the new Mackay Port Access road <
has been released - at a boggling 327% increase. L b d f 6 7 b
Rk 5o when public comments were open, th projct wa sl costed at $350 millon abor accused o /DN In

The Mackay Port Access road will clear 20ha of mangroves and declared fish habitat area, home to

the vulnerable native water-mouse and fish species such as mullet, bream, whiting and flathead. sec ret p roj ect b I OoWo ut S across

In a climate, ecological and cost-of-living crisis, our taxpayers dollars should be used to protect
and sustain our environment and communities

Torgot nd M s Gurio road and transport pipeline

QLD Minister for Primary Industries - Tony Perrett MP
STAFFWRITER
£ BN , | X [in | |= | o |

QLD Minister for Transport & Main Roads - Brent Mickelberg MP

$1.49 BILLION

of taxpayers money
for new mangrove-clearing
Mackay Port Access road

The cost of the new road to the Mackay port has increased by 327 per cent. Image: Rafael Ben-Ari/stock adobe.com

Mackay Conservation Group 18/3/25 Big Rigs 18/3/25

No guarantees for Mackay Port Access road, after cost blows
out by $1bn

After the Qld government revealed the cost of a major road project had ballooned out by $1bn, it

wouldn’t commit to building it. &Y Madkay Conservation Group
22 March at 8:02 am - @
Luke Lay UPDATE: Mackay Port Access road future uncertain 4 The QLD Gov is considering whether the

road will go ahead, on the back of the almost $1 billion blow out, and huge amount of negative

March 20, 2025 - 10:00AM feedback from the community (s &)

? . » This map shows how the new road will impact northern Mackay, clear mangroves and possibly
o ', flying fox habitat behind Mackay Christian College \ff

We're calling on candidates to commit to cancelling this expensive, unneeded and destructive road
as we head to the federal election. The business case just doesn't add up @

Transport and Main Roads Queensland
QLD Minister for Transport & Main Roads- Brent Mickelberg MP
QLD Minister for Primary Industries - Tony Perrett MP

Daily Mercury 20/3/25

7 Queenstand
VIR Amcpenant 3 &8 Goveramar:

Mackay Conservation Group Facebook 22/3/25

Page 12 of 20


https://www.facebook.com/mackayconservationgroup
file:///C:/Users/jmchapm/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YN10D96M/Labor%20accused%20of%20$6.7bn%20in%20secret%20project%20blowouts%20across%20road%20and%20transport%20pipeline
file:///C:/Users/jmchapm/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/YN10D96M/No%20guarantees%20for%20Mackay%20Port%20Access%20road,%20after%20cost%20blows%20out%20by%20$1bn%20|%20The%20Cairns%20Post
https://www.facebook.com/mackayconservationgroup

Feedback received

Community feedback was gathered over the four-week engagement period through multiple
channels. A total of 36 submissions were received via the TMR social pinpoint engagement

webpage, with an additional 13 submissions provided via direct email.

To further raise awareness, a geo-targeted TMR social media post ran for a total of 17 days,
generating 74 comments and 2,273 impressions. Comments were generally balanced, with key
themes focused on the need for future infrastructure versus potential environmental impacts.

Notable increases in engagement on the Social Pinpoint page were observed from 19 February
2025, coinciding with the launch of the paid geo-targeted social media post. A second spike in
activity occurred between 4 and 7 March 2025, following advocacy by the Mackay Conservation
Group, who promoted the engagement through Facebook posts, a member newsletter and

broader media outreach.

The key data from the consultation feedback is tabulated below.

j \ 36 submissions received via the Social Pinpoint online engagement hub

j \ 13 submissions received via email

D \ 2,052 visits to the Social Pinpoint online webpage

D \ Social media post (geotargeted)

D \ 2,273 Social media post impressions

Table - Consutlation data breakdown
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Graphs and dashboard

Social Pinpoint

Performance Summary
Information regarding key visitation and utilisation metrics for your Site or projects.

Feb 06 Feb 10 Feb 14 Feb 18 Feb 22 Feb 26 Mar 02 Mar 06 Mar 10 Mar 14 Mar 18 Mar 22 Mar 26 Mar 30 Apr03 Apr 07

2,311 1,960 1,587 36 36 0

Views Visits Visitors Contributions Contributors Followers

Views - The number of times a Visitor views any page on a Site.

Visits - The number of end-user sessions associated with a single Visitor.

Visitors - The number of unique public or end-users to a Site. A Visitor is only counted once, even if they visit a Site several times in one day.
Contributions - The total number of responses or feedback collected through the participation tools.

Contributors - The unique number of Visitors who have left feedback or Contributions on a Site through the participation tools.

Followers - The number of Visitors who have ‘subscribed’ to a project using the ‘Follow’ button.

Referral Types
Referral traffic is the segment of traffic that arrives on your website through another source, like through a link on another domain.

Social Media: 1,030 - 63.35%

Direct: 286 - 17.59%

® Websites: 170 - 10.46%
Search Engine: 139 - 8.55%

® Campaigns: 1-0.06%

Direct - Visitors who have arrived at a Site by entering the exact web address or URL of the page.

Search Engine - Visitors who have arrived at a Site via a search engine. Such as Google, Yahoo, etc.

Websites - Visitors who have arrived at the Site after clicking a link located on an external website.

Social Media - Visitors who have arrived at a Site by clicking a link from a known social media site such as Facebook, X, LinkedIn, etc.

Campaigns - Visitors who have arrived through a campaign (using a UTM). See your email campaign report for more details on campaigns sent from this
platform.
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Social media dashboard

Content Performance

4 28

(@) Transport and Main Roads ...
® Bra_PDO +4

Have your say on the Bassett Basin Fish
Habitat Area revocation proposal....

=L

74

0 TMR

W Reg Central Q... +4

Have your say on the Bassett Basin Fish
Habitat Area revocation proposal...

17 2,27K

Transport and Main Roads ...

W Reg_Central Q..

Have your say on the future Mackay

Port Access....

+4

A Missing Data B

1,45K

O ™™R

% Div_IMD +4

Have your say on the future Mackay
Port Access....

=L

=L =L

Have your sa Have your sa
S _yF_ . y Have your say Have your say S y _ 'y
o i B . By
I s hH &d [..] orthe < i
Reactions 0 Reactions 5
Reactions 23 Reactions 0
Comments 0 Comments 15
Comments 58 Comments 1
Shares o Shares 3
Shares 14 Shares 0
Interactions N/A nteractions 517
Interactions 1,76K Interactions NJA
Paid link clicks Paid link clicks 145
Paid link clicks 1,3K Paid link clicks

Review of feedback

As part of the consultation process, TMR have received a wide range of feedback. All feedback
will be thoroughly reviewed to ensure that every concern is carefully considered. TMR is
committed to carrying out the project with minimal environmental impact, ensuring that
environmental considerations remain a priority throughout the planning process.

TMR has issued closeout letters or emails to all individuals and organisations that provided
submissions. These communications acknowledge the contributions received and outline how the
feedback will be considered.

Community sentiment sample

4 N

“I do not agree with the building of
an access road - the fish habitat
must be protected.”

~ Community member

o

“I support the building of the
Mackay Port Access Road and the
removal of associated

environmental constraints.”
~ Community member
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Collateral examples

Department of Transport and Main Roads

Proposed Fish Habitat Area (FHA)
Revocation — Bassett Basin

February 2025

Overview

The proposed alignment for the future Mackay
Port Access (MPA) runs parallel to the existing
Queensland Rail Harbour Rail Line corridor,
commencing at the Bruce Highway, Glenella
and continuing east to the Mackay Port.

The proposed alignment passes through the
Bassett Basin, which is an area containing
significant environmental, cultural and
heritage values.

The Department of Transport and Main

Roads (TMR) is committed to minimising and
mitigating environmental and cultural heritage
impacts resulting from the project’s delivery.

The future MPA will provide a range of
economic, social and transport efficiency
benefits to the Mackay/Whitsunday region

The MPA project is aimed at providing a direct
link for freight movements from the Mackay
Port to the Mackay Ring Road, and west to the
Bowen Basin coal fields.
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Have your say on the Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area revocation proposal.

We're seeking community input on the proposed Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area revocation as part of
our planning for the future Mackay Port Access.

For more details and to share your feedback please click learn more.

Consultation closes Friday 7 March 2025.

Have your say

Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area
partial revocation proposal

Y V.AU
Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area revocation proposal

Have your say on the Fish Habitat Area revocation proposal

og 16 48 comments

Department of Transport and Main Roads

Have your say

Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area
revocation proposal

We’re seeking community input on
the proposed Bassett Basin Fish
Habitat Area revocation as

part of planning for the future
Mackay Port Access.

A4

For more details and to share your
feedback, visit
www.yoursay-projects.tmr.qld.
gov.au/mackay-port-access-
FHAproposal

Consultation closes 7 March 2025.
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Qutcomes

At the conclusion of the consultation period in March 2025, the feedback collected was provided
to the TMR project team for review and analysis. This feedback will be used to understand
community concerns and consider any suggestions for improvement, and to ensure that any
necessary adjustments are incorporated into the FHA Revocation Assessment Study.

As outlined in the Basset Basin Fish Habitat Revocation Communication Engagement Plan, this
feedback will be considered in close collaboration with representatives from the Department of
Primary Industries (DPI). Together TMR and DPI will determine whether further targeted
consultation is needed to address any significant unresolved issues. All interactions with DPI, the
consideration of feedback, and any subsequent negotiations will be fully documented in a
Targeted and Broader Community FHA Consultation Report. This report will be attached to the
Revocation Assessment Study Report, which will accompany the formal application to amend the
boundaries of the declared Bassett Basin FHA.

The collected data is provided in the following attachments:
e Export from Social Pinpoint (Attachment 1)
e Email submissions (Attachment 2)
e Social media comments (Attachments 3 and 4).
Specific public feedback for consideration:

e There is a strong emphasis on the need for ongoing monitoring of fish habitat and fish
passage post construction.

e The area is situated directly adjacent to the Keeleys Road Wetlands, which includes
intertidal areas and is mapped as a High Ecological Significance Wetland (Matters of State
Environmental Significance) within the Great Barrier Reef Wetland Protection Area.

e Several submissions recommended consideration be extended beyond fish and aquatic
species to include migratory shorebird species and their habitat needs.

e The potential for weed infestations, particularly leucaena, was raised as a concern that
should be addressed as part of the project.

e The current compensation proposal does not adequately address a loss of function in the
existing high-value habitat. Suggestions were made that compensation should extend
beyond a simple land exchange to focus more on functional habitat protection and
improvement.

e Specific recommendations put forward included fish stocking initiatives, installation of
artificial fish habitat structures in the Pioneer River, and considering land buy-back
programs.

e The proposal was acknowledged for its effort to align the Mackay Port Access Road with
areas already disturbed by existing infrastructure, such as the QR Harbour Rail Line and
Bayersville Landfill, thereby minimising additional environmental impact.

e Feedback also encouraged broader regional traffic considerations, particularly prioritising
congestion points on the road network such as Mackay-Bucasia Road.

e NQBP expressed their appreciation for advancing the project, noting it will ‘enhance the
future efficiency, flexibility, and competitiveness of the Port.

Page 17 of 20



e NQBP also highlighted the project’s safety benefits, particularly through separating heavy
vehicles from residential traffic and its capacity to support Road Train Type 1 vehicles for
regional freight movements.

Key themes

Key themes that emerged from the community’s feedback through the online engagement
process about the proposed revocation of the FHA:

¢ loss of mangrove habitat — perceived reduction in fish nursery areas

e questions regarding adequacy of the quality of the proposed land compensation areas
e altered tidal flushing patterns

e fish passage continuity

e flood and storm surge risk and changes to flood patterns

e cumulative impacts of climate change — loss of vegetation that stores carbon in water and
marine environments

e loss of habitat / impact to environment

e reservations regarding continued investment in infrastructure perceived to support fossil
fuel usage

e need to protect these kinds of areas.

Community sentiment sample

mis a shame that the road corridor \

runs through such pristine wetlands,
but we remain hopeful that with proper
management, a minimal construction
footprint, and a robust long-term
restoration project, the impacts on the
Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area can
be kept to an absolute minimum. We
look forward to collaborating with TMR
to achieve these shared goals.”

~ Community member

“| oppose this project to remove
protection of Declared Fish Habitat for
the purposes of construction a road and

bridge. Protected areas all over
Australia are being destroyed when
they should be preserved.”

~ Community member
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Next Steps

To ensure the community’s feedback is meaningfully considered, TMR and DPI will follow the
steps below to assess the input, determine if further consultation is needed, and finalise the
revocation proposal. These steps will directly inform the Revocation Assessment Study and
support the formal application to amend the Fish Habitat Area (FHA) boundaries.

1.

Review and summarise feedback

All feedback received will be carefully reviewed and summarised to ensure key insights
and concerns are clearly understood. This summary will support a well-informed discussion
with DPI representatives.

Work with DPI to decide on next steps

A meeting with DPI will be held to go over the feedback, decide if more targeted
consultation is needed to resolve specific concerns, and identify where improvements to
the proposal may be required.

Prepare the Consultation Report

All interactions with DPI, including the consideration of feedback, decisions made, and any
negotiated changes will be documented in a Consultation Report. This report will be
included as part of the Revocation Assessment Study.

Finalise the Revocation Assessment Study

The Revocation Assessment Study will be completed, reflecting the feedback and any
updates to the proposal.

Submit the formal application

Once everything is finalised, a formal application will be submitted to request changes to
the FHA boundaries.

Community sentiment sample

ﬁ . . . \ “While the current planning and
This transport corridor will enhance the

engineering are likely the most
economical design, it is
imperative to consider a more robust

future efficiency, flexibility, and
competitiveness of the Port. The
proposed Port Access Road also
includes safety benefits in terms of
separating heavy vehicles from
residential traffic and when developed
will support regional access for Road
Train Type 1 vehicles.”

engineering solution. Using pylons
and bridging the

affected mangrove area is a viable
alternative.”

~ Community member

KCommunity member /

Page 19 of 20



Timeline

Original business case
2013

The Mackay Ring Road business case identified
the Mackay Port Access as a future stage.

Planning

Start date: Mid 2019
End date: Mid-Late 2025

Planning activities including updating the original
business case, securing the corridor, public

utility relocations, implementing environmental
offset measures and associated stakeholder
engagement.

Community consultation

February 2025

Targeted and broad community consultation
about TMR’s proposal to revocate a section of the
declared Bassett Basin Fish Habitat Area (FHA).

Business case
Mid-z2o026

Finalisation of the business case, which will
recommend delivery options, project scope
and timeframes.
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